no                                           INDIA.

distributed amongst the victorious wrestlers necklaces and money to the amount
of more than four thousand pounds.

The Guicowar was exceedingly superstitious. For several days we postponed
our hunting-parties because the astrologers had not been able to fix on a suitable
day to commence them. Every morning the venerable pundits, adjusting their
spectacles, arranged themselves in a circle, and made a pretence of consulting
certain tables of copper covered with cabalistic signs. At the end of an hour, one
of them would approach us, shaking his head, and announce to the king, with a
melancholy air, that the omens were not favourable. What their intentions were
in acting thus I could not comprehend, and the pleasantry seemed to me to be
carried a little too far. Happily, the king at last showed himself so greatly
annoyed, and manifested so keen a desire to follow my advice and leave the
astrologers to con over their conjurhig-books, that permission was given us next
day.

On the morning of the day appointed, the elephants, with their howdahs,
were assembled in front of the palace; horsemen carne and went, carrying orders
to the villages where we were to go, and the crowd of attendants of all kinds
were keeping up a famous noise. The king had an elephant to himself; I shared
one with Bhao Sahib, and Schaumburg another with Harybadada. We formed a
gay company, with our numerous escort of horsemen and runners, while palan-
quins accompanied us carrying rifles, ammunition, and provisions. The king,
happy to resume one of his favourite exercises, laughed loudly at the jests and
sullies which the jesters, perched on an elephant, launched at the crowd or the
courtiers. It had been reported that a small wood, close to the village of
Courlagaum, harboured a family of leopards, and the king loudly declared that
we should certainly carry their skins back to Baroda. This was on the 22nd
of July, and the air was charged with a slight moisture, which enlivened the
foliage of the trees and the verdure of the fields. The sky, lightly covered with
clouds, betokened a good hunting-day. The rainy season is not so severe in
these parts as in the south ; and, although June and October are very wet, the
intervening months are like our summer.

On leaving the village of Binagaum, we found the ground so saturated with
the late tempestuous showers that the elephants sank several feet into it, and
we were obliged to abandon them. We mounted on horseback, and then proceeded
two or three miles, till we reached a nullah (torrent), deep and strong, the
passage of which threw us somewhat into confusion, and took us a full hour.
When we got to the other side, there was a fresli source of embarrassment: the
horses sank up to their knees in the soft soil, and their efforts to free themselves
brought us into complete disorder, and many horsemen were thrown. Mean-
while, a fine rain began to fall. The Guicowar was in despair; and, if tlio
astrologers had seen us in this pitiable plight, they would certainly have enjoyed
a good laugh at our expense.

There was nothing for it but to give up tho chase, and get home the best
way we could. The signal was given, and every one exerted himself to regain
terra firma. The king, with frowning brow, let his horse guide himself. When
we were able to take a gallop, I placed myself at his side, and we set off full
speed for Baroda. I would not, for a good deal, have addressed a word to him at
that moment We were followed by those courtiers who were best mounted, and